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Examples of administering Confirmation in
Apostolic Times
Acts 8:14-16
Now when the apostles at Jerusalem heard that Samaria had received the word of
God, they sent to them Peter and John, who came down and prayed for them that
they might receive the Holy Spirit; for it had not yet fallen on any of them, but they
had only been baptized in the name of the Lord Jesus.

Acts 10:44-45, 47
While Peter was still saying this, the Holy Spirit fell on all who heard the word. And the
believers from among the circumcised who came with Peter were amazed, because
the gift of the Holy Spirit had been poured out even on the Gentiles. . . . “Can any one
forbid water for baptizing these people who have received the Holy Spirit just as we
have?”

Confirmation on the Path of Christian maturity
Hebrews 6:1-2
Therefore, let us leave the elementary doctrine of Christ and go on to maturity, not
laying again a foundation of repentance from dead works and of faith toward God,
and of instruction [] about washings [, lit. baptisms], the laying on
of hands [], the resurrection of the dead, and eternal judgment

…note the clear progression of ideas here: since the author is about to move from the
“milk” of Christianity to “solid food” (Hebrews 5:12–14), he sums up the essential ideas:
repentance from sins; faith in God; Baptism; Confirmation; Resurrection of the Dead;
and Final Judgment. This is the path of the Christian life, the stages from Christian
birth to Christian eternity. (ref. Joseph Richardson, The Lonely Pilgrim)

The Practice of the Young Church
St. Hippolytus of Rome, in 215 AD (Apostolic Tradition 21–22)
The bishop, imposing his hand on them, shall make an invocation, saying, ‘O Lord
God, who made them worthy of the remission of sins through the Holy Spirit’s
washing unto rebirth, send into them your grace so that they may serve you
according to your will, for there is glory to you, to the Father and the Son with the
Holy Spirit, in the holy Church, both now and through the ages of ages. Amen.’ Then,
pouring the consecrated oil into his hand and imposing it on the head of the
baptized, he shall say, ‘I anoint you with holy oil in the Lord, the Father Almighty, and
Christ Jesus and the Holy Spirit.’ Signing them on the forehead, he shall kiss them and
say, ‘The Lord be with you.’ He that has been signed shall say, ‘And with your spirit.’ Thus
shall he do to each…

St. Cyprian, in 253 AD (Epistulae 73)
The prayer having been made over them and hands having been imposed upon
them, the Holy Spirit was invoked and was poured out upon them. This is even now
the practice among us, so that those who are baptized in the Church then are
brought to the prelates of the Church; through our prayer and the imposition of
hands, they receive the Holy Spirit and are perfected with the seal of the Lord.

