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Fathers of the Church

St. Clement of Alexandria (c. 200 A.D.)
This is in reality righteousness, not to desire other things, but to be entirely the
consecrated temple of the Lord. Righteousness is peace of life and a well-conditioned
state, to which the Lord dismissed her when He said, “Depart into peace.” [Mark 5:34]
For Salem is, by interpretation, peace; of which our Saviour is enrolled King, as Moses
says, Melchizedek king of Salem, priest of the most high God, who gave bread and
wine, furnishing consecrated food for a type of the Eucharist. And Melchizedek is
interpreted righteous king; and the name is a synonym for righteousness and peace.

St Gregory of Nazianzus (330-390)
We must begin by purifying ourselves before purifying others; we must be instructed
to be able to instruct, become light to illuminate, draw close to God to bring him
close to others, be sanctified to sanctify, lead by the hand and counsel prudently. I
know whose ministers we are, where we find ourselves and to where we strive. I know
God’s greatness and man’s weakness, but also his potential. [Who then is the priest?
He is] the defender of truth, who stands with angels, gives glory with archangels,
causes sacrifices to rise to the altar on high, shares Christ’s priesthood, refashions
creation, restores it in God’s image, recreates it for the world on high and, even
greater, is divinized and divinizes.9 And the holy Cure of Ars: “The priest continues the
work of redemption on earth. .. If we really understood the priest on earth, we would
die not of fright but of love. .. The Priesthood is the love of the heart of Jesus.”

St. Paul to Timothy
I remind you to rekindle the gift of God that is within you through the laying on of my
hands" (2 Tim 1:6), and "If anyone aspires to the office of bishop, he desires a noble

task." (1 Tim 3:1) To Titus he said: "This is why I left you in Crete, that you amend what
was defective, and appoint presbyters in every town, as I directed you" (Titus 1:5).

Serapion (350 AD Prayer of the Eucharistic Sacrifice)
“Accept therewith our hallowing too, as we say, ‘Holy, holy, holy Lord Sabaoth, heaven
and earth is full of your glory.’ Heaven is full, and full is the earth, with your magnificent
glory, Lord of virtues. Full also is this sacrifice, with your strength and your communion;
for to you we offer this living sacrifice, this unbloody oblation” (Prayer of the Eucharistic
Sacrifice 13:12–16 [A.D. 350]).

Cyprian of Carthage (253 AD Letters)
“If Christ Jesus, our Lord and God, is himself the high priest of God the Father; and if he
offered himself as a sacrifice to the Father; and if he commanded that this be done in
commemoration of himself, then certainly the priest, who imitates that which Christ
did, truly functions in place of Christ”God cannot be seen but is present.
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