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PILGRIMAGE OF GRACE
H O L Y  O R D E R S

   Catechism of the Catholic Church

 

1544 Everything that the priesthood of the Old Covenant pre�gured �nds its 

ful�llment in Christ Jesus, the "one mediator between God and men." The Christian 

tradition considers Melchizedek, "priest of God Most High," as a pre�guration of the 

priesthood of Christ, the unique "high priest after the order of Melchizedek"; "holy, 

blameless, unstained," "by a single o�ering he has perfected for all time those who are 

sancti�ed,"18 that is, by the unique sacri�ce of the cross.

  

   Psalm 110
 

The LORD has sworn and will not waver:

“You are a priest forever in the manner of Melchizedek.”

 

   Hebrews 7:10-17
 

One might even say that Levi himself, who receives tithes, was tithed through 

Abraham, for he was still in his father’s loins when Melchizedek met him. If, then, 

perfection came through the levitical priesthood, on the basis of which the people 

received the law, what need would there still have been for another priest to arise 

according to the order of Melchizedek, and not reckoned according to the order of 

Aaron? When there is a change of priesthood, there is necessarily a change of law as 

well. Now he of whom these things are said belonged to a di�erent tribe, of which no 

member ever o�ciated at the altar. It is clear that our Lord arose from Judah, and in 

regard to that tribe Moses said nothing about priests. It is even more obvious if 

another priest is raised up after the likeness of Melchizedek, who has become so, not 

by a law expressed in a commandment concerning physical descent but by the 

power of a life that cannot be destroyed. For it is testi�ed:” You are a priest forever, 

according to the order of Melchizedek.”


