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PILGRIMAGE OF GRACE
H O L Y  O R D E R S

1 Peter 5:1-4

So I exhort the presbyters* among you, as a fellow presbyter and witness to the 

su�erings of Christ and one who has a share in the glory to be revealed.Tend the �ock 

of God in your midst, [overseeing] not by constraint but willingly, as God would have it, 

not for shameful pro�t but eagerly. Do not lord it over those assigned to you, but be 

examples to the �ock. And when the chief Shepherd is revealed, you will receive the 

unfading crown of glory.

 

Isaiah 40:11

Like a shepherd he feeds his �ock; in his arms he gathers the lambs, carrying them 

close to his heart, gently leading those that have young.

Luke 15:5 

 What man among you having a hundred sheep and losing one of them would not 

leave the ninety-nine in the desert and go after the lost one until he �nds it? And when 

he does �nd it, he sets it on his shoulders with great joy

Greek: ����������: he places the found one on his shoulders; not in a�ection merely or 

in the exuberance of his joy, but from necessity. He must carry the sheep. It cannot 

walk, can only “stand where it stands and lie where it lies”. This feature, probable in 

natural life, is true to the spiritual. Such was the condition of the mass of Jews in Christ’s 

time (Matthew 9:36 , cf. “when we were without strength,” Romans 5:6 ). χαίρων : the 

carrying necessary, but not done with a grudge, rather gladly; not merely for love of 

the beast, but in joy that a thing lost has been found , making the burden, in spite of 

the long way, light. He is a very poor shepherd that does not bear the sheep that 

stands still, unable to walk (Zechariah 11:16).

 

In the Latin Catholic tradition the stole is the vestment that marks recipients of Holy 
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Orders. It is conferred at the ordination of a deacon, by which one becomes a member 

of the clergy after the suppression of the tonsure and minor orders after the Second 

Vatican Council.

In Byzantine churches, a bishop or other priest wears the stole around his neck with the 

ends hanging down in front, while the deacon places it over his left shoulder and ties it 

cross-wise at his right side, similar to a sash.

In The Byzantine Rite, the stole worn by a deacon is called an orarion, while that worn 

by a priest or bishop is called an epitrachelion. The priest's epitrachelion consists of a 

long strip of cloth, hung around the neck with the two strips fastened together in front, 

either by buttons or by stitching. The epitrachelion comes down in front almost to the 

hem of his robes, and is symbolic of the priest's "anointing" 

Blessed is God, Who pours out His grace upon His priests, like the oil of myrrh upon the 

head, which runs down upon the beard, upon the beard of Aaron: which runs down to 

the fringe of his raiment. (Psalm 132:2)

1537 The word order in Roman antiquity designated an established civil body, 

especially a governing body. Ordinatio means incorporation into an ordo. In the 

Church there are established bodies which Tradition, not without a basis in Sacred 

Scripture, has since ancient times called taxeis (Greek) or ordines. And so the liturgy 

speaks of the ordo episcoporum, the ordo presbyterorum, the ordo diaconorum. Other 

groups also receive this name of ordo: catechumens, virgins, spouses, widows,. . . .

1538 Integration into one of these bodies in the Church was accomplished by a rite 

called ordinatio, a religious and liturgical act which was a consecration, a blessing or a 

sacrament. Today the word "ordination" is reserved for the sacramental act which 

integrates a man into the order of bishops, presbyters, or deacons, and goes beyond a 

simple election, designation, delegation, or institution by the community, for it confers 

a gift of the Holy Spirit that permits the exercise of a "sacred power" (sacra potestas) 

which can come only from Christ himself through his Church. Ordination is also called 

consecratio, for it is a setting apart and an investiture by Christ himself for his Church. 

The laying on of hands by the bishop, with the consecratory prayer, constitutes the 

visible sign of this ordination.

Meaning of the Stole
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Clement of Rome Recognitions book 10 ch 68 (27-97 ad)

Laodicea, Peter ordered the people to meet on the following day; and having 

ordained one of those who followed him as bishop over them, and others as 

presbyters, and having baptized multitudes, and restored to health all who were 

troubled with sicknesses or demons

Clement of Rome Recognitions book 6 ch 15 (27-97 ad)

and baptized them; and celebrating the Eucharist with them, he appointed, as 

bishop over them, Maro, who had entertained him in his house, and who was now 

perfect in all things; and with him he ordained twelve presbyters and deacons at 

the same time. He also instituted the order of widows, and arranged all the services 

of the Church; and charged them all to obey Maro their bishop in all things that he 

should command them

 

Ignatius of Antioch Epistle to the Smyraeans ch 8 [50-117 AD]

See that ye all follow the bishop, even as Jesus Christ does the Father, and the 

presbytery as ye would the apostles; and reverence the deacons, as being the 

institution of God. Let no man do anything connected with the Church without the 

bishop. Let that be deemed a proper Eucharist, which is [administered] either by the 

bishop, or by one to whom he has entrusted it. Wherever the bishop shall appear, 

there let the multitude [of the people] also be; even as, wherever Jesus Christ is, 

there is the Catholic Church. It is not lawful without the bishop either to baptize or 

to celebrate a love-feast; but whatsoever he shall approve of, that is also pleasing to 

God, so that everything that is done may be secure and valid.
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