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PILGRIMAGE OF GRACE
B A P T I S M

  Typology

Typology is the study of persons, places or events in the Bible that foreshadow greater 

realities, especially concerning Christ, His Church and the Sacraments. Jesus said, “You 

search the Scriptures, because you think that in them you have eternal life; and it is 

they that bear witness to me” (John 5: 39-40) These words assume a “typological” 

interpretation of the Scriptures. Christ used typology himself when he spoke of the 

three days Jonah spent in the belly of the �sh, the brazen serpent in the desert, the 

manna in the desert and also in his descriptions of himself as “son of man,” the light of 

the world, etc. He used these types to describe something about himself. He used it 

also on the road to Emmaus in his Resurrection appearance to two of the disciples who 

were sad in discussing the events of the Passion and death of Jesus of Nazareth. He 

appeared to them as described in Luke 24, but they were prevented from recognizing 

him. He preceded to give them a Bible study like no other.

 

The Church, as early as apostolic times, and then constantly in her Tradition, has 

illuminated the unity of the divine plan in the two Testaments through typology, which 

discerns in God's works of the Old Covenant pre�guration of what he accomplished in 

the fullness of time in the person of his incarnate Son (Catechism, #128).

 

Christians therefore read the Old Testament in the light of Christ cruci�ed and risen.  

Such typological reading discloses the inexhaustible content of the Old Testament; but 

it must not make us forget that the Old Testament retains its own intrinsic value as 

Revelation rea�rmed by our Lord himself.  Besides, the New Testament has to be read 

in the light of the Old.  Early Christian catechesis made constant use of the Old 

Testament.  As an old saying put it, the New Testament lies hidden in the Old and the 

Old Testament is unveiled in the New (Catechism, #129).

 

Typology indicates the dynamic movement toward the ful�llment of the divine plan 

when "God [will] be everything to everyone."  Nor do the calling of the patriarchs and 

the exodus from Egypt, for example, lose their own value in God's plan, from the mere 

fact that they were intermediate stages (Catechism, #130).



VEPERS

Ant. 2 The mighty Lord is with us; the God of Jacob is our stronghold.

Psalm 46

God our refuge and strength

He shall be called Emmanuel, which means: God-with-us (Matthew 1:23).

God is for us a refuge and strength, *

a helper close at hand, in time of distress:

so we shall not fear though the earth should rock, *

though the mountains fall into the depths of the sea,

even though its waters rage and foam, *

even though the mountains be shaken by its waves.

The Lord of hosts is with us: *

the God of Jacob is our stronghold.

The waters of a river give joy to God’s city, *

the holy place where the Most High dwells.

God is within, it cannot be shaken; *

God will help it at the dawning of the day.

Nations are in tumult, kingdoms are shaken: *

he lifts his voice, the earth shrinks away.

      Prayer of the Blessing of Baptismal Water

 

Lord God almighty, hear the prayers of your people: we celebrate our creation and 

redemption. Hear our prayers and bless + this water which gives fruitfulness to the 

�elds, and refreshment and cleansing to man. You chose water to show your goodness 

when you led your people to freedom through the Red Sea and satis�ed their thirst in 

the desert with water from the rock. Water was the symbol used by the prophets to 

foretell your new covenant with man. You made the water of baptism holy by Christ’s 

baptism in the Jordan: by it you give us a new birth and renew us in holiness. May this 

water remind us of our baptism, and let us share the joy of all who are baptized this 

Easter. We ask this through Christ our Lord.

 

R/. Amen.

 

 



The Lord of hosts is with us: *

the God of Jacob is our stronghold.

Come, consider the works of the Lord, *

the redoubtable deeds he has done on the earth.

He puts an end to wars over all the earth; †

the bow he breaks, the spear he snaps. *

He burns the shields with �re.

“Be still and know that I am God, *

supreme among the nations, supreme on the earth!”

The Lord of hosts is with us: *

the God of Jacob is our stronghold.

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, *

and to the Holy Spirit:

as it was in the beginning, is now, *

and will be for ever. Amen.

Ant. The mighty Lord is with us; the God of Jacob is our stronghold.
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